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Pepper has made a huge investment in HD

and data technology, firmly establishing

them as a major player in UK post. 

Fineline has provided a £1 million

facility enabling Pepper to purchase a

Thomson Spirit Datacine with a da Vinci 2k

Plus grading system, plus other peripheral

equipment including HD monitors and HD

noise reducer. The new equipment will

compliment the Cintel Wetgate C-Reality

digital film transfer system already in place

at the facility and makes Pepper a unique

environment for high-resolution film

transfers as it is currently the only facility in

London to offer both systems.

“Everyone involved in Television in the

UK has a vested interest in making HD a

success, it is the future for broadcast in the

UK as it already is in so many countries. This

investment is essential and was part of our

current budget and business plan and a

direct reaction to our clients’ demands and

needs. Having done so, we are now one of

the few facilities in the UK to offer the full

HD solution.

“With Fineline’s help, we were able to

fast track our entry to HD. And the decision

is already reaping dividends.” said Patrick

Holzen, Managing Director, Pepper.

Pepper has also expanded its team to 40

to reflect the companies’ growth. Renowned

colourist Jet Omoshebi has joined Pepper to

fly the new HD suite, reflecting Pepper’s

investment not only in technology but also

in talent.

Pepper Invests £1 million
in HD Telecine Suite
Fineline funds kit to move Pepper into pole position as

HD one stop shop facility

“Choosing your facility is often a

difficult one, juggling cost considerations

with kit and talent. At Pepper we are proud

to offer an HD Solution with the best talent,

all under one roof. We are also in a unique

position now, in that we are one of the only

facilities to offer a choice between the two

leading Telecines on the market.”

Work Completed
Pepper has already completed the Digital

Intermediary post production on new

feature film Frozen - shot in HD.

Other HD work has included a milk

commercial for a Swiss client, featuring a

football playing cow, and more projects are

currently in the pipeline, including dramas

and feature films.

“Having studied the market for some

time, we decided that now was an ideal

opportunity to stage the next part of our

expansion plan. HD represents a significant

part of the future market for UK post

production where European and US Film

companies and distributors regard our skill

base highly. This investment in the best

equipment mirrors the talent in our team

and will provide the perfect lure for an

international client base,” said Shane

Warden, joint Managing Director.

Continued overleaf

Meet the Fineline team on

Stand No. 417

Above: Left, Spooks and right, Eroica – just two of the productions finished in HD at Pepper



“Change is inevitable. Change is
constant.” - Benjamin Disraeli.

The first quarter of 2004 has seen
significant changes, both for Fineline and
the market in general. After 15 years at
the helm we say a fond farewell to Peter
Savage who has left us to pursue other
interests. Those of you who know Peter
will, I am sure, join me in wishing him
every success for the future.

The industry has witnessed further
casualties from the economic downturn of
the last two and a half years. It is very sad
that Saunders & Gordon and Videolondon,
established doyens of the audio-post
sector, have both closed down after more
than two decades apiece. Tyrell has also
shut its doors, thus changing the
recognised Soho landscape further. I
suspect there may be more still to come!

There has also been considerable
change among the industry players.
Management buy-outs and buy-ins have
taken place at M2, Whitfield Street
Studios, Oasis, Molinare, and Pepper to
name but a few.

However, amidst all this volatility, I
believe that everyone now recognises a
sustained improvement in business levels
and the subsequent return of confidence
across the market. It generally takes a
few months for this to filter through the
food chain to us, but we are now
experiencing strong demand for our
services as the long awaited re-
investment and re-equipping gets under
way – not before time!

HD appears to be on most shopping
lists, in one form or another, and we all
hope a momentum is finally developing.
Certainly with the Olympics and Euro2004
on the horizon, there is plenty of business
coming up to maintain the recovery.

With the recent volatility in the
insurance market, following the endless
equipment thefts that have plagued many
of you in the last two years, we have
received a very positive response to the
new insurance products we launched at
IBC last year. We are always looking to
expand our offerings and I am delighted to
report elsewhere in this newsletter that we
are now able to promote new commercial
and private mortgage products. 

Many of you are no doubt still
recovering from an exhausting and
intense trip to NAB (!) but I hope you will
find the time to drop onto our stand at
the Broadcast Production Show. I look
forward to seeing you there.
Best wishes.

VIEW FROM THE TOP

Continued from front page

Eroica, a drama depicting the story of

Beethoven’s Third symphony, was completed

in HD at Pepper, as well as the latest Michael

Winterbottom film – Code 46. 

The Fineline Relationship
“Of course, the key to business expansion is

finding the right finance partner,” explained

Patrick.

This is the first time that Fineline and

Pepper have worked together and Fineline

exceeded all the requirements that Patrick

would look for in a finance partner

understanding of our business, prof-

essionalism, honesty and reliability with a

friendly approach.

“This investment was one of the largest

that we’ve made and Fineline were helpful

and supportive throughout. 

“Despite the trend in the industry, they

found solutions and products that fit our

profile effectively,” commented Patrick. 

About Pepper
Pepper was recently ranked the number one

post production facility (Drama) in the UK by

the Broadcast UK Post Production survey

and is associated with many leading drama

and documentary programmes, including

recent RTS Programme Award Winners – This

Little Life, Spooks II and State of Play. Other

recent credits include: Hustle, William and

Mary, Life Begins, Midsomer Murders, Prime

Suspect, Poirot, Auf Wiedersehen Pet.

Pepper has undergone much change

over the last year. Based in Covent Garden,

the company underwent a management buy

out by Patrick and Shane together with the

Number 1 DVD production and design

facility The Pavement in June 2003. It is now

expanding its business to include feature

films and commercials, as well as its core

discipline of drama and documentaries.

For more information contact Helen

Phelps on 020 7836 1188. Or visit

www.pepperpost.tv



Soho post production facility, blue,

worked with Fineline to finance an

investment of £350,000 in six new Avid

Adrenaline suites. 

As part of the ongoing facility

expansion, blue has taken over the fourth

floor of its Compton Street building,

converting it into an area dedicated to the

six Avid suites. A digitising station will be

located in the machine room on the fourth

floor, allowing clients’ rushes to be digitised

without disturbing the main edit session. 

“Now that the Avid’s are up and running,

we are well on our way to completing our

vision to increase and improve the facilities we

offer and grow the business,” said Dave Cadle,

Managing Director.

Expansion
blue is expanding both in terms of

technology and floor space, offering a

complete end to end post production

solution. The additional Avids will provide

clients with a more efficient service.

“Our ongoing plan to grow the facility

extends to taking over the remaining two

floors of our Compton Street base and adding

a Dolby surround sound audio suite in the

basement,” said Dave. 

“Even before the opening of the new

Avid floor over the Easter Bank Holiday

weekend, we had bookings right through

until Christmas. The extra capacity will allow

us to accept additional work.

“We are already considering adding

more Avids to our portfolio to meet client

demand and the increase in project work,”

added Dave.

Recent credits include BBC2’s Pompeii -

the Last Day, Carnival’s As If and Feltham

Sings for Channel Four.

Working with Fineline
“We have worked with Fineline for over four

years and they always deliver what they

promise and meet tight deadlines without

delay. They know the media business and

understand what we are trying to achieve.

This makes it easy and straightforward to do

business with them.

“In supporting our purchase of new

technologies, Fineline have helped us to

move our business forward and achieve our

growth goals,” said Dave. 

About blue
Founded by Dave Cadle, with backing from

the publicly quoted VTR Group, blue launched

in March 1995. Its main industry focus has

been in the broadcast, commercial and music

markets and currently employs 70 people.

Over half of blue’s current work is

dedicated to broadcast post production and

regular clients include the BBC, Sky,

Nickelodeon and Endemol.

In addition to the current total of six Avid

suites, blue also offers a Spirit telecine, a

mastergrade suite, two Flames, three Editboxes,

three linear online suites and three audio suites

plus a graphics room. The facility was recently

voted amongst The Producer’s overall top three

facility companies in a survey conducted by

Broadcast Magazine in March 2004.

For more info visit: www.bluepp.co.uk

blue Invests in Avid Transmission TX, a leading broadcast

equipment hire company that also provides

crew and kit to the industry, has invested

almost £1million pounds in technology over

recent years to keep the company ahead of

the competition.

Steve Lloyd, General Manager at

Transmission TX says the company’s success

has been based on its investment in a wide

range of products, such as cameras, lighting

and sound & grip. The flexible arrangement

with Fineline enables TX to react quickly to

their clients’ requirements.

“Over the years the relationship with

Fineline has helped TX put together several

large multi-camera studio and location rigs,”

explained Steve. “Currently, TX is working

with Wall to Wall on a new series requiring up

to thirty cameras on any one day. We are also

working on two BBC Dramas in Birmingham –

Doctors and Grease Monkeys – both with

equipment financed through Fineline.”

"Qualities we look for in a finance

partner are a good knowledge of our

business and equipment, a sound

understanding of our funding requirements,

a professional, quick and reliable response

to our enquiries and of course, a competitive

rate," said Steve.

"With Fineline you know exactly where

you stand, they do their homework. Even

before I make the call, I know they'll

understand what I'm talking about, won't

mess me around and will get the finance in

place at a competitive rate."

Established 15 years ago, TX is based at

Shepperton Film Studios and provides an

extensive range of shooting facilities and

equipment hire. The company specialises in

HD and Digi Beta, Drama, Systems and

PPU/OB Multi-camera packages. The clients’

choice of Unit can be based around a

standard package or customised to meet

their exact shooting needs. 

The fifty-strong team offer 24 hour

support to crews on location throughout the

UK and Europe. For more details see their

website www.ttx.co.uk

Transmission TX -

Staying Ahead of the

Competition
Above: Dave Cadle, Managing Director blue



the Quantel iQ to complete the Digital Lab,

we can provide the complete digital

intermediary process. The iQ is a fantastically

flexible machine that provides a clean, quick

and versatile approach to the modern media

world. We looked at the alternatives, but the

iS does everything that we require and was

the best option for us. Our customers are

happy with the end results in terms of quality

and cost of production. We are happy that

we can provide a first class, cutting edge

service to our customers, while attracting

new clients and growing our business.”

About Lip Sync
Located in the heart of Soho, the award-

winning Lip Sync stable of companies forms a

widely respected and increasingly familiar

wheel in the UK film and media machine. 

From its beginnings in the 1980s, the

group has grown into one of the broadest

media service providers in Britain.

Lip Sync Post offers a host of in-house

equipment facilities and staff, from award

winning sound mixing and post production

through to 3D animation and CGI.

For more information

visit: www.lipsync.co.uk

Since summer 2003, Lip Sync Post has

invested £2 million in its “Lip Sync Digital

Lab,” including scanning and grading

equipment. This huge investment has

enabled the company to stay right at the

forefront of the industry, establishing

itself as a premier media service provider.

Fineline Media Finance has provided

funds of £950,000, enabling Lip Sync to

purchase two Northlight film scanning

systems by FilmLight, five Sony DVW-A500P

Digital Betacam recorders, two Arri Laser

Cine Film Recorders and a Quantel iQ Digital

Intermediate system.

Said Norman Merry, Lip Sync’s Financial

Director: “We have worked with Fineline for

over seven years and have an excellent

relationship with them. They understand our

business and know what solutions we need

to grow. They always deliver on what they

promise, they provide competitive and solid

finance packages and with the backing of

The Rothschild Banking Group behind them -

I am always completely confident in their

range of funders.”

The new equipment completes Lip Sync’s

Digital Lab. The company can now provide

either a comprehensive solution to its

customers or finish individual sections of the

post acquisition process, from the

storyboard, through the DI stage, on to the

distribution of the finished image. 

The Lip Sync Digital Lab is housed in a

fully refurbished 2,500 square foot area of

their existing Wardour Street premises. Six

rooms have been created, including a De-

spot room, where film is digitally cleaned, an

editorial area and a state of the art luxury

grading suite with surround sound and

cinema screen. 

“The “Lip Sync Digital Lab” is an exciting

and ground breaking project, and is the way

forward for us. Demand for the services has

proved strong and projects recently

completed already include; Harry Potter – The

Prisoner of Azkaban, Terry Gilliam’s Brothers

Grimm and Five Children and It. 

“The skills of the people who

work with our Digital Lab enable

our clients to get the true

benefit from the equipment.

We know that more work will

be attracted to the Digital Lab

as people realise the complete

solution capability that we

now offer,” said Norman.

Peter Hampden, Lip Sync

Founder & Director added:

“Now that we have

Lip Sync spends £2 million on the
Fineline Media Finance helps finance the latest scanning and editing equi

Right:

The Quantel

iQ system



Residential &
Commercial
Mortgages
exclusively for customers

of Fineline
At Fineline we continually strive to

enhance the variety of products we

provide, and we are therefore delighted to

announce a completely new range of

financial services for our private and

corporate clients.

Fineline’s new Mortgage Service

provides funding solutions tailored to the

individual needs of our private clients.

Achieved in a combination of ways, you

may be given access to either a range of

independent mortgages sourced from the

entire UK market place, or a select panel of

lenders chosen on ability and

competitiveness - often with exclusive

arrangements.

Residential Mortgages 

The products available include:

• Residential Mortgages for Property
Purchases in UK

• Buy -to - Let Schemes
• Major Currency and Multi Currency

Mortgages
• Off Shore Mortgages (UK residents

purchasing property abroad)

Commercial Lending

If you require funding for the purchase or

refinance of a business then knowledge

and guidance from Fineline’s new mortgage

service is available every step of the way,

with Commercial Lending available up to

£20m (special concessions may be

considered for funding requirements above

this figure upon request).

You will be immediately allocated a

dedicated point of contact in connection

with your funding requirements. Our

consultants have a vast amount of

experience and expertise in their own

right, gained over many years of

involvement in often substantial and

complex funding arrangements.    

PROFESSIONAL MORTGAGE ADVICE FOR

PRIVATE CLIENTS

Your home is at risk if you fail to keep up

repayments on a mortgage or other loan

secured on it. Mortgages are not regulated

by the FSA.

For more information call:

020 8334 2100.

e “Lip Sync Digital Lab”
pment, including the revolutionary Quantel iQ

Above (left and right): Grading suite client area and real time 2k grading suite

Below: Northlight 35mm Film scanners used on latest Harry Potter film



“The HD market is the place to be.” said

Mel Noonan, Marketing and Sales

Manager at Polecam.

“Different countries around the world

are at different stages in their adoption of

HD technology. Japan and the US are at an

advanced stage while Europe is only just

moving forward, presenting us with diverse

markets.”

“Alongside our broadcast quality

Polecam, we now offer POLECAM HD as a

unique and innovative product for high

definition television and film production

work. “With Fineline’s help, we are moving

our business forward to the next stage.” 

High Definition Kit
Polecam has obtained finance from Fineline

for new camera kit to develop POLECAM HD

and support the company’s expansion into

the growing HD market.

The Company has acquired an Ikegami

HDL-20 camera, a Panasonic AJDHD-130DVC

Pro HD recorder and an HD-SDI monitoring

down-converter. 

Mel Noonan said: “Polecam is a great

success story in the television industry for

Steffan Hewitt, designer of Polecam and

owner of the company. Now, with advances

in technology, we have an HD camera with

which to address the film industry. ” 

The Fineline connection
Mel Noonan had previously built up a good

relationship with Fineline while at Thomson

Broadcast and had no hesitation in working

with them again. “Fineline have a focus on

the broadcast market and really know the

business. With their help, Polecam can really

look forward to growing and expanding the

business.”

The Polecam story
Polecam is essentially a camera on a pole.

Steffan Hewitt has worked to refine the

product since 1995. Early trials with MTV & Sky

Sports resulted in increasing interest, and, in

1998, Polecam Limited was formed.

Shortly after, the first commercial rig

was delivered to Disney in Madrid where it is

still in use today. Polecam has since been

used for a variety of shoots in such diverse

locations as the Arctic for a snowboard

challenge and National Geographic’s Eco

Marathon in the Borneo jungle.

The Future
Polecam, while addressing both broadcast

television and HD, is diversifying into the

global medical market and has already been

shooting in operating theatres for the

training of surgeons. Polecam can look over

the surgeon’s shoulder and see the work area

without intruding into his space. The pictures

are relayed to a lecture theatre with two-way

audio link for questions and answers.

Polecam In Action
Polecam is the only crane licensed in the pit

lane for Formula One racing and was also

used at the Sydney Olympics to film

swimming and diving events.

Other customers include: the BBC for

gardening and home improvement

programmes, Country File, Blue Peter, BBC

News, Lynda La Plante’s Trial & Retribution;

GMTV for their travel programmes and

competitions;  Sky TV for Sky Sports and Sky

News and many other production companies

around the World. 

For further information on Polecam,

visit www.polecam.com or call Mel

Noonan on 01234 855222.

Polecam Moves Into HD

Above: Polecam owner operator John Gillan

supposedly covering the Gumball Rally across

the USA – but where are the cars?

Left: UK operator ‘Lammo’ on the beach in

Borneo shooting for the Survivor series.



Independent post production facility Edit

Video has invested over £750,000 to

support its business expansion and move

into new central London premises.

Funding from Fineline has enabled them

to acquire new Avid systems and furnish

the new facility.

“Established in 1986, we felt the time was

right for us to move into a bigger office, which

will enable us to provide a more sophisticated

and complete service to our clients.”

Said Henry Stein, Managing Director and

Senior Editor, “The current office expansion

and new equipment purchase is a huge and

very exciting investment for us. Fineline has

really helped support our strategy to move

forward and expand our business.”

Moving from Conway Street, the new

facility will be based in Margaret Street, W1,

and is due to open in Summer 2004. Edit

Video has taken the whole building,

comprising 5,500 square feet over seven

floors, housing 11 offline suites, four online

suites and three sound studios. The premises

will be large enough to accommodate the

new equipment bought in to meet client

demand and allow the business to expand in

line with the company’s strategy.

New Kit
The Company has purchased two Avid

editing suites - one Version 5 Avid Symphony

and an MC9000 from Root 6. The Symphony

suite will mainly be used for broadcast

programmes, while the MC9000 will be used

for multi camera projects.

Five programmes for BRITS TV have been

made and screen inserts for The BRITS

Awards 2004 were completed using the new

Avid suites. Many more projects are in the

pipeline. 

“As a service company we must

constantly invest in new technology in order

bank, Henry recalls that the bank did not

understand the broadcast market and

working with them to secure finance was

extremely difficult.

Working with Fineline has been a breath

of fresh air, reflected Henry.

“They know and understand our

business and market, are very professional

and easy to conduct business with. Since the

beginning of our relationship, I have always

dealt with Gareth Wilding and this has

enabled us to build up a strong and trusted

relationship. 

“Since our first lease with Fineline, we

have never dealt with anyone else,”

affirmed Henry.

Edit Video
Edit Video’s directors have a strong

background in the image industry. Original

partners Henry Stein and John Mayes met

whilst working at the Olympus Gallery and

formed Edit Video in 1986. Henry and John

are very hands on and recruit staff with a

commitment to the creative process. Henry

is now surrounded by a very loyal and

dedicated team.

“Long term relationships are important

to us, both with clients and staff alike,”

said Henry.

Current credits include: No Going Back

series 3 and Selling Houses series 3 for Ricochet

South, Iran: A Murder Mystery for BBC

Worldwide, Black Books series III for Assembly

Films, The White Stripes Live DVD for

Metropolis and On the Rails and Massive

Engines with Chris Barrie for Oxford Scientific

Films. Other clients include Discovery Europe,

Keo Films, Paramount, and LWT.

For further information, visit

www.editvideo.co.uk

Above: A scene from Black Books,the latest series

of the half hour comedy sitcoms for Channel 4.

Below: The topical nature of ITV show 2DTV

means the final edit is often finished only

two hours before transmission

Above: Compelling viewing. ‘No Going Back’ followed the trials and tribulations of people

choosing a new life away from the UK. Three series completed by Edit Video for Channel 4.

Edit Video Invests £750,000 in New Premises and Technology
Seven floor, W1 facility to open in Summer 2004

to meet our clients’ expectations and

requirements. This significant investment is a

clear demonstration of our commitment to

the industry and to our clients and staff,”

Henry explained.

A Breath of Fresh Air
Edit Video has worked with Fineline since

1995. Having initially financed the company

through private investment and then the



TSI TX, leading broadcast services company,

has invested £200,000 in the expansion of its

central London play-out facility. Fineline has

provided finance to enable TSI TX to

broadcast a further 18 channels, taking the

total number available to 30.

“The expansion of our capability to

broadcast 30 channels is a very exciting time

for us. The recent £200,000 investment is

directly in line with our plans for growth and

establishes TSI TX as one of the major play-

out facilities in the UK,” said Simon Peach,

Managing Director, TSI. 

“We wanted to expand the existing

facility to meet the demands of the industry.

Existing clients already have new projects

lined up and we also have new clients in the

pipeline keen to use our newly updated state

of the art facility.”

The new facility
The newly refurbished transmission area

launches in May 2004 and will include a

Zandar Fusion Series StudioPro advanced

monitoring system, financed by Fineline.

“After comparing the technologies

available, we found that the Zandar kit best

suited our requirements in terms of

specification and budget. This new

generation monitoring system will

considerably enhance the service we are able

to provide at our facility and we are very

excited about the growth opportunities and

potential now available to us,” said Rupert

Graves, General Manager, TSI TX. 

Finance was also provided by Fineline

for the purchase of flat screen monitors,

support PCs and other IT infrastructure, as

well as the refurbishment for the new

transmission area. 

The upgraded facility will be housed at

TSI’s existing office suite, enabling the

company to offer transmission services of all

kinds, such as opt-outs and 24/7 play-out.

Clients already have the ability to add

graphics, SMS texting and other services to

their channel, and technical solutions are

available to broadcasters launching

interactive channels or adding enhanced or

interactive layers to existing programming.

These services are in addition to the

increased capability to broadcast 30 channels

onto Sky and other satellite platforms.

TSI and Fineline
Over the past five years TSI has grown

significantly and, with the help of Fineline, has

invested heavily in both technology and talent. 

Fineline has provided finance of £2 million

since 1997 for TSI to purchase a variety of

broadcast equipment.

“Fineline knows the business and the

products, so understands our wants and

needs. This makes it easy to do business

together,” said Rupert.

“The financial support Fineline provides

has enabled us to grow our business to the

extent that we are now one of the largest

independent broadcast service companies in

the UK.

About TSI TX
TSI TX was formed in 1997, when a market for

play-out facilities was identified and the

group saw a way to broaden its horizons. TSI

Transmission (TSI TX) is a multi-channel play-

out facility utilising the latest and reliable

digital transmission systems. It offers clients

a wide range of creative and technical

broadcast services, including project

management for channel launches as well as

ongoing channel management.

Clients include: National Geographic,

Thomas Cook TV, Best Direct Shopping

Channel and Simply Shopping TV.

For more information visit: www.tsi.co.uk

A member of

The Rothschild Banking Group

Instant on-line quotations available at

www.fineline.co.uk

For more information visit
our web site or call us.

Heron House, 5 Heron Square

Richmond Upon Thames

Surrey TW9 1EL

Tel: +44 (0) 20 8334 2100

Fax: +44 (0) 20 8334 2101

Email: info@fineline.co.uk

TSI TX Expands Play-Out Facility
to 30 Channels
TSI TX Expands Play-Out Facility
to 30 Channels

Fineline finances

£2 million since 1997,

including recent £200,000

investment to increase play-out facility


